820               The cycle of Guillaume $ Orange

It is with the fortunes of the third son, Guillaume, that the remainder
of the cycle is concerned. We find him in Le Couronnement de Louis
acting as guardian and protector of the young king, rescuing him from
the plots formed against him, establishing him firmly on the throne, and
marrying him to his sister Aaliz. But Louis is ungrateful; when he
distributes lands and honours to his subservient courtiers Guillaume is
passed over; in towering indignation the hero upbraids the ungrateful
king, recalling, in order, all the services he has rendered, ending each
recital with the slightly varying refrain:

ff De cest service ne te membra il gaires
Cant sans moi as departis tes marches."

In vain Louis offers him gifts which Guillaume proudly refuses; he will
do as his father did before him, and conquer for himself a heritage (Le
Charroi de Nimes). He turns south to the lands occupied by the Saracens,
conquers Nimes and Orange (La Prise cfOrange\ wins and weds the
Saracen queen, Orable, who is baptised and receives the name of Guibourc,
and as Guillaume d'Orange "le marquis au court nez" (most probably, as
M. Gaston Paris suggested and as recent discoveries have confirmed,
"au courb nez") becomes famous as the most determined opponent of
the Saracens.

Now a new hero comes upon the scene. As Charlemagne had a valiant
nephew, Roland, so Guillaume has a no less valiant nephew, Vivien, a
true son of his race1. On the day he is dubbed knight he takes an oath
never to flee a lance's length before the Saracens (Le Covenant Vivim),
and his fidelity to his vow causes his death. In the famous poem of
Allscans the Saracen king, Desrame, with a powerful fleet, lands at
Aliscans and ravages the surrounding country. Vivien, with his cousins,
attacks him in wholly inadequate force, and, faithful to his vow, prefers
death to retreat. He contrives to send a message to his uncle at Orange,
and Guillaume, hastening to the field of battle with such men as he can
collect, is in time to receive the lad^s dying confession, and messages of
love to Guibourc, who has been as a mother to him. Guillaume, priest
for the nonce, communicates the boy with the pain b&nit, and sees him
die in his arms;

<* Dex, recoif s'anne par ton digne commant
Qu'en ton serviche est mors en Aliscans."2

But Guillaume himself is in the greatest danger: all his companions are
slain, and he only succeeds in escaping disguised in the armour of a dead
Saracen. He reaches the gates of Orange, to be denied entry by his wife,

1 A distinct note of this group is the intense family pride which characterises all
the members, male or female; the descendants of Aymeri de Narbonne " bien traient
au linage/'

a Cf. Afacant, n, 786-787,